
Faslwre of Peasant Proprietorshtp*,
But if it be agreed that t-lie Gaelic State of iiie past 

lased ciii [■^a.sant proprietorship of land rAther thap 
inuna! ownership, it dofi« not follow that pea^nt pr.opriekn*" 
'ship ran be a safficient Imsk for the Gaelic State - of - 
futui-e. It offers no solution at all of the urban probietas 
'Ahicfi daily grow more urgent. Nc^ does it really solve any 
rural problem. d'o’ begin with, [peasant propriet-ors are not 
the only rural workoiv,. There are agiicultura! laboum^s— 
landless wa-ge-slares still, and likely to remain so for all the 
help the proprietors will give them, fvloreover, farmery bar© 
children. Either the laud must descend to the eldest'son 
alone and all the rest be disinherited, or els© the holdmgs 
must bo continually subdivided down t© th© point wher© 
economic fanninjr becomes impossible. It is gtili an im~ 
scltU\i issue wheihor large-sml^ or smali-scalo farming is th© 
more advantageous in the long run, but peasant proprietor
ship tends t-o enfors’e small farming and make large farm- 
i?ig impossible. Fr-om the point of view of the congnmer, 
f-easant proprietorship as wo have it now is mdofaaaib^ 11?© 
vStato tran.sferred the ownersliip of land to some^then- 
sands _ of individuals, who aro left to do as much-or as littla 
with it as they please.. WImtsver progress h^s bees ma-d©

waacom-

Fr@w! Oofiimumsin t@ Lamlt®rdifm.

fffii Sffsiafi^
the native development had reached, I think, the end oi the 
';-ooond and the begiiming of the third stage. I dp not know 
ot any reason for supposing that the future development 

-W^xd not have followed the normal course in Ireland as e.lse- 
whero, invasion or no invasion.' The mvarion wa^ an abrupt 
J^Qd • pairfu! attempt to im|x>se a complete fesjdalism fron^ 
tile outside befure the iaternal dsrelopmcmt wa^ rip^ to it.
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By P a T_R1 C^K T H O M P S O N', Assistant Editor, “The New 'Way.”

MoMtaeu
binn F'ciuVnrl Socialism in Ireland are bdt:

!

di m need cu con
structive criticism and the two movemeots mtisfc furnish it 
to each other reciprocally, for no other parties are disposed 
to do any thjnking aI>out fundamental 
vorsy between Father Gaynor and ''E. Guff,’’ ought, there
fore, to he welcomed and continued. Sti, I venture to offer • 
some critidsm from the standpoint of i 
(probably in ^‘Guffic'’ phrase a “dra'wing*room”Sc>eialisth.

Father Gaynor dioes Irish Socialism good service ui '^-o 
flatly contradicting its fevourite assertion tixat The Gaelic 
system was communal and that'modem Socialism is therefor© 
in a spocial sense natural to Ireland.

But there can^bc little doubt that the intemal developtneat 
would liavG been essentially the same. I1i© process can 
irj?/‘ed in every country of Europe and the oacii^ stages sr© 
still visriWe in Kussia and in India and otiier parts of 
The Gaelic Sta,te may have had its peculiar excellency,fhough 
it would r©({uire a knowledge of comparativ© history far 
passing that of the average Sinn Feiner or xScciaEst to 
praise them rightly—but its 
yMifuliar nor specially excellent.

I
isisucs. Tlie contro- t

sur«an Irish BocislisT- ap-
‘‘commumsm” was . neither 

The Sinn Fei&er may per- 
I liaps bo exc72sed for making that mista.ko, but the Irish 
i xSocmIist’s reading might bo expected at least to. have iii=
I cju-ded some reference to the “ manoriai systom ia England.

y
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CONNOLLY IN EASTER 
WEEK. ^

Whe€L James Oonnolly led the Irish Citizen 
Army out of Diberty Hall on Baster Monday
two years ®/go be knew that be was going 
fort'ii to bis doom. To insurhection and to 
death he went with that calm deliberation 
and determined purpose that mai'ked bis 
eyery act in life. It, was -bis reasoned convic
tion and tbe democratic fire burning within 

- him that compelled him to make the Great 
HiB last act was the logical 

donolusion of bis tbbugbt and tbo translation 
into deed of his demcoratio faith. For to 
Oonnoily .thought leading to no d^nite 
end and purpose was vai^, and faith without 
laotion was purposeless.

It W4aa because of this that Connolly was 
tb© friend and follow of every fighter the 
wohid over in every age. Wherever there 
was a tyranny, political, economic or eocial, 
there, Connolly reasoned, must be a fight 
to the death. Tyranny and injustice were 
not to be overcome by polished phrases, com. 
promise and sentimental , denunciation. 
Tyranny in aU its forms had power for its 
bulwark and force for its buckler. To de
prive it of its power would b© to make a 
revolution and to meet its fore© the eserciso 
of force would be an absolute essential. But 
for43e was only the means, the instrument, 
thd weapon, and it might take different 
forms, military, political, ©eoaomio, or 
viewed from a difffeirent atandpoint, physical 
or moral. To Connolly the Citizen Armv and 
the Irish Volanteers were but the weapon^ 
the means to the end, not the end itBsif. 
The end f^as hhe overthrow of the easting 
ipohtieal, social and eoonomio system in Ire
land. The act of overthrowing that system 
'would not be the revolution; the revolution 
could only come when the act of cvertlirow. 
ing th© prevailing system had been a^jcom- 
plished.

To th© act, itself an armed force, Connolly 
argued, was not' the only means, nor the 
©xercies of military force th© sole method. 
To Oonsolly the economic weapon, the indus
trial organisation of the-working class, wm 
a real and ©ff^tive fc^ce as potent to over
throw tb© present system and uaher in th© 
•imolution m an army could h©. It was tho 
isam© with th© organisation ,of the workers 
on the political field. To Connolly we do 
mot think political action would. have ap
pealed as of suiScieut ©ffectivsness to accom
plish hie ends, but he. did not neglect its 
value. To him 'th© Transport Duion, and 
•th© Meli Dabour Party w.&m ■weapons, in. 
atrumOBta, mcaps just as wer© th© Volun- 
•tssrs sm4 th© Citizen Army.

Adventure,

la givau ieir- 
mdustria! aetjoa„ he heldo would 

mMm te ®ak© room ih© EgyolmMono

lEiSH OPINION 6, 1918.

Other clreumstanoes th© combination of in- 
dufitriaT with politioal action, in still other 
circumstanccg military action. But the 
essence of all three w-as the ezer-ciae of 
force, and it was circumstances alone that 
would determine, as they did determine, 
which fo-rco he -would use. It was, as he often 
said, thO' logic of events that would deter
mine the choice of methods and of weapons. 
It, w%a the course of Irish and European 
history that determined Easter Week. And

from the absence of our clearest thinker 
greatest miAd and ableist leader. While that 
is true it is equally true had Connolly 
not gone into insurrection the Dabotir move
ment in Ireland to-day woUId* be the richea." 
in h^ource, -stronger in power and more 
effective- in^ organisation from Mb living pr©. 

^eence amongst us. Alive he would be a leader 
of unequalled strength and tenacity add 
skill. Dead because of the flight he made, 
he is still our most powerful lever in the 

Easter Weeli would have come had there ' organisation of the Irish workers. You can
not to-day speak of Connolly to any group 
workers without feeling that the meonory 
of Connolly and Connolly'S wpyk m a living 
and inspiring force that moves them to 
their depths. Hefikse th© insastent and 
tinuous and ever-incyeasing demand from. 
Irish workers everywhere for light "on Con
nolly's principles and teachings. Hence the 
unparalleled inflow of .men and -women wor. 
kers to the Irish Labour movement and to 
those sectdonb to which Connolly particu
larly attached himself. Hence, too, tli© 
strength of Labour in Ireland,, the growing 
seas© of solidarity amongst Irish workers 
and the recognition by both friend and* foe 
and indifferent neatr-al of the power that is 
held by the organised Irish working class. 
Most of it we owe to CkmnoUy, much of it 
to the Connolly of Easter Week.
It is unnecessary to refer here to the influ

ence the memory of Connolly exercises on. 
the Labour movement abroad. We have had 
ample evidence of that from Euesia, from 

plon and comraxie of ©very revolutiohlst in France, from the. International, from the
Ireland from Wolfe Tone through Fintan T Britieh Colonies themselves. We hop© for 
Lalot and the Fenians to P. H. Pearse and more, and in- due time when the Inter-./'
the men of .Easter Week. 'And this it was national meets ottr hopes ehail hot have
that sent Mm out and hundreds of hia in vain.
fellow-workers with^ Mm in the iaafc action . Her© then in this Easter Week, of 1.918 the 
of his gallant and fighting life. Irish working class can look back with pride

This is neither the time nor the place to to that sad Easter Week of 1916. To Lreiand
estimate Connolly’s part in the Insurrection we do hot deny Connolly, to the Irish peopl©
nor his position amongst th© men who made who wore Ireland to him. But in an especial
it. That is for another day and place and sense bonnolly waa of th© working class .jnd
for other hands. But it is at least well that the working class claims him as its very 
the men and women of Connolly’s social and ovm, bone of its bone, flesh of its flesh, the
political faith, whether in Ireland or abroad, very flowering of its genius, th© embodnment
should know th© epringB of acUon that of its spirit. If only for- Connolly alone
moved him. labour in Ireland need not fear to sp^ak cf

Again and again he explained Ms inter- > Easter .Week, 
pretation of Irish history, and that inter- The young Irish Labour movement draws 
pretation was the mainspring of his .life’s its inspiration fro.m Connolly and will b©
activities as it was of his death. The con- true to Oonaolly’s faith It is the noblest of
quest of Ireland was both political and inspirations, the most heroic of faiths. This
©conom.ic, political only because it was faith and this inspiration of an heroic and
economic first. The ro-oonquest, 'the revolu- undaunted fighter are Connoliy’B legacy to
tion h© worked for, mU&t nec©ssgri.ly be Ireland and to Irish ■workers and Irish
economic as well as politica.1, because from La-bour .is his ©nduriflg monument, "Hero’s
its origin to its ending th© Irish Question ^ you, Oonnolly. my man.’* ' ,
was, and •would be, a social question. Poll, • 
ticai freedoin he would indeed have fought “ ISWUSIH
for and did fight for. but to CdnnoUy poll- A' shStaiHed against the dock

mdepeodeBoe alone could not be fnU or workers of Oublm is Eeial carried oa b.y 
■satisfying with eocial freedo.m. .Bocial free- sonu?' unlrnowti TLadom would mean politioal and na-tionai frL d«?lL • iSSo i 
dom as well, but political and nadJonS 'fW unammity do-
freedom would not necessarily mean .social that Baturday stoppa-ge .ah the
freedom as well. Between the two there w-aa 1 driving vessels to other poi’t-s.
no inherent and inevitable antagoniem but ■ port in Great Britain
th© one oontMned th© other and the other ' Ireland' the men stop work at 12 or 
did not. Connolly knew this, and knowing I p.m. oil Saturdays, so th© driven
it u®©d all Ms Ptrength to win both. H© Bels would fare .Ho better elsewhere,
knew clearly what he w^ted, worked ever Til© ‘‘Telegraph,” on Good Friday
and always for what, he wanted, and knew, stated that “ hundreds of dockers dc-
too, that bis laso -act would ' contribot© to olinc/Tl 4-/., i ithe winning of what he wanted.' When the WHjoss they
Irish working clsise. kno.we ita own mind as received section e\cn
Connolly -did, it too will win what it wa^nte. doi^ndmg treble my for holiday,
That Connolly’-8 faith has eo many stdherents ' are: (1) Only two veisse.ls
to-4ay^ls Ireland’s greatest hop®. _ were involved ih the dispute; (2) only,5..

Nor is it i>ossibio yet to compute the full ISO men—^not hmidreds**~were 'conoerneu.." 
value of Connolly’s actiou in Baster Week ('^) Their dotn^pd Hot fOr douMe or 
to th© Labour movement in IroiaM. It ie treble pay, but fdr time HUd a half. 14) 
true that Me loss to us 13 irreparable and Except at these two ships, work- was car-

w© suffer to-day, a© all Irelanfi suffers, ti^' off ae HSuaToil the quays.

never been an TTister Volunteer ew-ashbilck- 
ling in Boyal Avenue. It was not Oonnoily's 
fault that it did not come befei^e 1916.

We do not think that Connolly differed 
very much from revolutionists of hie class 
in other countries. Class tyTanny, sex 
tyranny, political tyrsmuy, social tyranny, 
ail were to him enemies to b© fought and 
beaten ■with whatever weapon the occasdoa 
'Should dexnand.-- Oapltalism was such an 
enemy. Imperialism was such an enemy. 
Hence like the Russian Bolshcviki, when 
Connolly was brought into 'contact with 
oitlior or with both his place ivaa inevitably 
in the fighting line no matter'■what direction 
that lino -would take. Thus it was that he 
championed th© militant Suffragettes, the 
militant Industrialiets in America, the 
militant Nationalists in Egypt ond India, 
Finland and Poland, th© Revolutionists in 
Bussia and th© fighting elements of .the 

_ working class in Germany, France and Eng
land. . Thus it was, too, that he w-ae cham-
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NOTES OF THE WEEK tx?e. Mass orgamsatioa does iK>t pre
vent sectioital movements and sectional 
direction wlxere‘^necessary, kit it does 
prevent the clasliing of sectional mte-,. 
rests. W.e hope these workers will carry^ 
their principle of amalgamation still 
further and meanwhile we‘ suggest to 
them that they should adopt the Trj^o 

. Union "basis and alhliate to the Irish 
Trade Union Congress.. Mr. d. B. 
chingham and his..friends are ^#t be
lievers - in^ “■ diplomacy and “ nogdtia-. 
tiony^ Strikes have their limitations but 

'SO has diplomacy.

After Russia the snub to Belgium,
Ftancej and the Interaationah Yea, 
even to the Fnbian Society * Uh, Sidney 
Webb"! , *

Tti0 Teachers in 0®iigresis,
The anmml Congress ^ H

teachers- is.being held in Galway this 
week .as we go to press. We can thus 
do . little more than wish the teachers 
miioh and rich fruit from their delibera
tions. They are a hard-vvrorldng and „
scandalously underpaid' body of men and ucsuneiiss. ^
womeUr and for_ none more than they are • Another promising development is the 
decent wages, decent conditions and a coming together of diiferent Unions to
higher status imperative, " Too long they form Trades Councils. A few years ago
lay down quietly under the most degrad- Trades Councils were confined to the
ing system any body of ieducation^ista larger cities of Ireland, to-day they arp
have experienced. But within recent forming in all the smaller but equally
months the worm has turned and the, important centres. The'newly ’formed . ■ 
teacher to-day is taking his place with Trades Council in MnlUngar is the latest ^
other wage-slaves in the lighting ranks on our list, and our readers will'Join ua
of Labour. It is more fight that.will in wishing our Mullingar comrades, a
win the teachers ivhat they want, and fighting and successful future. The
the Wter and keener the fight they Mullingar Council, has had a splendid
make the' sooner they will be in a posi- send-oF- at a big demonstration' in the
tion to call themselves men and women. County Hall, and it is to be observe<J
We^do not believe that high wages is or that among the bodies taking 'part were
ought to .be their fitnal aim. But the the ITrades Gongi’ess, A’sylum "Workers,
raising ' of their ' wages is an ■ essential Bailwaymen, National Teachers, and
step to their advancement to that status Grocers^ and Vintners’ Assistants, all •

• befitting- their, calling-and .the calling..of ..'militant.. orgaUisationa. whoae. activities
every man and woman earning his pr- are Just now making a stir everywhere, 
her livelihood by work. For both ^the If properly, organised and developed to
immediate and remote ends ^of the i theiiLTSlest^ extent Tkadea (^unfiiL 'wiE T_ j,
teachers’ Trade Unionism is the best and play an important part in the future of
indeed only machinery available. This Irish Labour. Up to the present we do
it is that makes the Galway Congress of not think they have, fnMfled their rml

. the first , importance. Galway will be an and proper function,^the_^ focus ^ of , the
historic milestone to the teachers as whole ^ovemcnl) m their districts and
Wateford will to the whole Labour the supply of the central motor power of

.movement. their localities. To-day everything is in
the melting pot, Trades Qouncils with 

Th$ !RMrt8- W@rk8fS* the rest, .and we look forward to the ex-
Our readers will have noted that a con- tension of their activities and thbir as-

vehtion of delegates from various orga- sumption of greater p>w©rs and respon-
nisations- of rural workers in the eoun- sibilities and wider and better .defined
ties of Meath, Louth, Longford, Kildare, functions. They might well begin ‘with
Bublin, "Wicklow and Wexford met last the organisation of great demonstrations
week and Joined forces under the name like that of last week at Mullingar,
of the irish Agricultural and General .^uth Kildare, too, we see is moving in
Workers’ ‘Union. Ho workers more ur- the right direction, and h^re again at
gently require organisation and unity Athy the Trades Congress had its spoken

^ of effort and direction than the workers men. All this is very much to the gwd ,
in the country, and for that reason the and bodes well for the summer offensive
new A, and G. W. U. is ^welcome sign on all fronts,

^ of the times. W© are not enamoured 
of the anti-strike programme of the new Seeing Toil? Veil®. • .
body, but we wish these workers every - - The young men up and down ^ 
success* At the same time we must say country who are;burning to prove their, 
that whilewelcome unitv, even ter- ability for. work will find plenty.to fill 
ritorial unity, 'we should still more .up their spare time for-many weeks to 
warmly < approve of the linking on of come. April 15 is the last day of the 
bodies like this to^feome one or other of qualifying period for the new electoral 
the already existing general unions that register, and from now onwards Trades 
have a national, as distinct from a local Uniomsts, -whether men or womsp^, 
basis. W© have for too many unions in should be getting their names on th©
Ireland and not enough unity. The register of their respective dmsious, botn
whole tendency nowadays m Ireland as local and parliamentary. Her© is work 
elsewhere is towards mass organisation, for the yoUng bloods to do and w© urge 
and thhii poliuy Is sound and' , ihem, to ^ ^

(As ommr^y
we WHI Ndt Hafd It

It is impossible to. estimate the num-^ 
bers of dead and dying and wounded bn 
both sides in the human slaughterdious© 
of the great battle on the "Wes
tern .front. The carnage hhs been 
terrific, and of the hundreds of 
thousands of tom and mangled men and, 
boys, the overwhelming majority are 

• of the working class. "Unselfish, unthink
ing, blinded working classl " .

And it is at this ^moment when great 
armies are locked in a. struggle to the 
death-—for we cannot-see how the war is 
to continue indefinitely after the last 
dread days of March-—it is at this 
Hient that some of the people responsible 
for the helps broth of' these last four 
years are making a final effort to con
script the manhood;bf Ireland. Frankly 
v/e do not believe that direct conscrip-. 
tion will come; but it is certain that 
the most powerful forces in Ireland and 
England are moving earth and hell 
to . impose it upon us/ It is, 
therefore, unnecessary to warn all whom 
it may concern that we mpst not he 
taken unawares* In this Irish - Labour 

^ and the Irish •5mrking class |xave been,
" are“, and shall be at one with any party 

or section tha't is bppo^d to conscript 
tion. We need say no more.
Typperlng the" in.ternAtionaL

How long are the English workers 
going to tolerate the Tuppering of their 
plans by Messrs. Havelock Wilson and ; 
James .Sexton-—knock-out blo'wer^ both, 
and the most fatal friends the British 
working-class has ever tajsen to its 
bosom? The latest victims these-two

.. ©minent war-mongers .Camille ;
Huysmans,, Secretary to - ^'Ih© ^ Inter-^ 
natidnak^ and . Mr.' Stuart-Bunning, of 
the Fabian Society, prevented by force 
from sailing to the" "United States last 
week. ^Their purpose, it will be remem
bered, was to confer with the American 
Labour leaders with , a view to securing 
their adherence to the recent inter-Allied 
Conference’s Memorandum on "War Aims 
and an International Congress. I’or that 
mission they hold the direct mandate of 
the by no means pacifist majority of the 
Labour movement in the countries still 
in the Entente. But.Huysmans is inter
nationalist. Therefore the delegates ore ■ 
to be blocked -at the instance, <d ■. the 
most oontemptible bounders that could 
dk^eiee my movement. Sexton’s c»icf, 
T._ P, O’Connor, can secure a protected 
passage to America, but the delegates 
of the Allied workei’s themselves are Tup- 
pered! The sooner tiie British Labour 
Movement and the British workers^ put 
a stop to this bkekguardism the sooner 
they will earn respect for themselves.. 
Huysmans’ reports-on th© champion of 
small uationt- and civilisation ” wii) not 

more sarislautory
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a4Tafi,ce on tslie' Board scale. By
Saturday onXy lialf-a*dcaea farmers 

' maiaed to 'Hie 'Agxioulttiral Seetica
■ iias won' its spurs in liandsoine fashion. 

iBVoia £‘6 to £5 per ms^n of l^ach-money 
being; reebvered in tb© -Cork acea,
Th* H*wf Front.

!rwo hundred Cork bread van

re.

■are

, xnen are onRi
i strik© for what are 'practically DubMn rates 

On EPidiy ■ tbe. liord Mayor att^inpted to 
brin^ labout a. •settlement. ,• At a conference 
und^r his presidency the bosses declared they 
hM said their last word when they made 
the offer rejected by. the men and .theh with
drew. ■ IS'otice of I withdrawal expired on 
Saturday night and the fight goes merrOr
OB, ■ •

tAfLORS OAIN 15s. ADVANOHi,
: The Xntsruationai Tailors md Tailor- 
esses Ifest week secured.a striking siijccess 
in Dubdin^ The Union, this year eircular- 
ised-, employers with a. view to securing 
itLcreased wages and a regular (standard 
of piecework.prices, or, as it Is called, a 
log, hut the grasping's^shness Of some 
employers preyented, a poacefiil settle
ment.

The Union called a strike therefore on 
Monday,; 25th ult., which i.'esulted in a 
complete stopjoage, whbh the workers 
celebrated by a soeiaii and dsanoc. But) 
aias, their pleasures- ware shprlrlived, for 
bos<s after boss ca-m© to •the Unioii head
quarters to beg them to return to work. ,

. - They did 're-Durn. Oirfe who bad S/6'' 
or 4/- a day went back-at 5/--a day and 
some at 6 / - a. day. The meu shared in 
-the increase. Th© average • increase
amounts to i5/-h week. ‘ There are only----

’ tw'o ■ .tat shops • left outside, hut if the 
otviaers are to retaia their trade they 
must come to 'term’s,-for the Union will 
rather pay fuiU wages to its menvbers than 
let them w^iqrk for swjeatersw , .

rictory by a special meeting, , which-Mr^ 
Josej^h McDonnell addressed, by, mvita-.-,^. 
tion, on the labour Press. Kesult: Th©_

‘ Union placed an order for 10 dozen eopieii ' 
of Disii Opinion- and the ' Voice of . 
Uabour’^ each week,' ' ^

Comrade Carpenter and his comSutte© 
are to be congratulated oh- tlieir smos-h- 
'ing victory, and their mo'chod of celebrat
ing it is to be oammend.od I'O' ^ther U7r-io3H'>-

WHArs THE CAWE?
. -The Dish Preaip, ■ City Councils 
and all local aut.horitie.s ai’e urg
ing • eoonomj'' \u coal because 
Knglish. Government • has reduced 
the • allocation’ coal for. Ireland 
.and oommandeejred Iri^h coaling vessels. 
Uightmg must be reduc^, shops closed 
early, .and even manufacturers’limited on 
this ;^ea of coal shortage.

Vet ‘‘ CommonKseinse’’’ last week pub 
liuhed the folio wing frpm its Gardih w* 
respondent :•—

COAL AOiUMULATION.
‘ It is estimated that ths^e are oyer 

three million tons of small epais on the 
pit banks in South awaiting dis- .
po^L Some of these iarg©.heo,ps have 
been ^waiting for months. The capacity 

■ for production is vkry great^ and' much 
‘ short time m kmms: worMed^

tho

k’

LABOUR IN IRELAND
■H ■

A long sil-ow movement a trea,ch^
■eimis enemy is wearing the jjatien'Ce of 

• Hie men, hut now that thek <^se is going 
moo more .before the Committee of Pto- 
dudtion the men will consolidate t-heir 
forces, Murphy can’t escape this time,

* Th« CormoHy Collegf^ mov‘einbit is go
ing on and has received a decided impetus 
from Uorau’s presidenti.al address at 
the Trf^dj^ Oounedf iavst week,- Th© com- ’ 
mittee wdll meet in the Trades Hall'on 
Batunday, 6th inst,, at 5 p.m.

‘ ' I5rjn9$t K^anagli.—The cartoons of'the 
Jate Brnest Kavanagh are being pn^ared 
;for; puMicatimi vath. an intrcMuction by 
Omafeno© Countess Markiovicz. Inqui
ries and orders ©ent to this office will be 
lianded on to the proper ■Quartet’*

Slwp Assistaitts’ Unwfi has added-5,000 
Sn 3.917, lost 8,726 by eiiiisfc- 

mente, .mesrmsed rese.n’'© funds to ;£81,43B,:
' and secured £238,362 inoreased wages.

0of}e Merchants’ Rise.
The', Wh.oiesgaie Druggist® ^v© ^ned 

the Tjary, substantia.! oonoession of a 25 
per cent., inci'ea&e in wages from a well- 
known city house, which has also agreed . 

„ .to adopt th© N,U. Union of Shop Assis^ 
ants. Warehousemen and. Clerks’ mini
mum denle m piinted here two weeks ago.

■ The ten in questioiij manufacturers’of 
Ihe fest boot polish on th© market, has 

~ 4wys hsuLa ndeepi record in respect of 
trade union condS-taons, and enjoy there- 
;rore th.e whole-hearted isiipport of their 

" staff.
aRsu;k KortiL 

Tho'-same cannot >6© suid of anotbar 
Sious©- m -tb© trad© which has .been at- . 
tacked .in •th©'*'*'lieadOT ” because, of its 
jpsktiaiity. for filling, its best ' jobs with 
mien from Bolfas-t. ' Unfort-unataly they 
toi’t get. the best men.

. Whan overtime Is.chrome, th© manage
ment is convicted of inability to organise 
Hia work. If this^ firm .had to pay ha^rd 
caeh for Ihe overtime worked, some en
deavour would b© mad© to re-organise,

W© hold over a pretty ’ story about this 
ktter firm, but meantim© w© can confi
dently recommend Ma«x Boot Polish, 
as'ItMi,'efficient and ‘^untainted.” '

. .. F«Wio, Sp«akiog, ' ‘ ’■'fc ■.

'A meetihg of .tlaoss© in the
dttt of 'i^bjic ‘ speakingb© held on 
Wedaresday, 10th April, al 8- p.m. sharp, 
•when it .is hoped 'bo .arrange a class for 
^traindiiig speakers. The services of an 
' ©sport instructor sk© available, A'gene-- 

invitatkm h extended to all interestad.

Socialist Party, . "
*■ 'Th©’Du him'Branch meeting on Friday . 

3a®t was smali but husine-ssUke,^ As 
usual,.a number of applieations for litern- 
ture,-were receked and arrangements 
were' made for oj^eaiing summer propa- . 
ganda on May 5tfi in Bhcehis Park and 
Beresford Fiace.. Members ar© urged to_ 
attend next Friday and pay up., dues, 
OuMin.

Cbmrades in.County Dublin .towns who- 
can o^Emnge. meetings are urged to write 

^the secretary. - Speakers ar© available 
for m-eetings convenient to .the ci'by.. Sinn 
Fein' Clubs and other organisations wish
ing to vary liieir ’lecture programme® are

. also invit.^ to a..pply for speakers.
“ . * *

Th« Clerks’ Victory/
The award i.ssued in the Bcla.nd dispute, 

while not conceding the full claim® of the 
w'orkers,^ .has resulted in an average in
crease of 10/6 to. the clerks ami 6/-

, to the females. ' There' should* no longer 
be any hesitation among clerk,s. Trade 
Unionism pays. Join up and it will pay 
better. :

COMRADES
The Cumannacht n« h-Eirinn
is growing, We vvant 
form a ' branch in your TWn^ 

AV'rite for information-.t and send' 
, 5‘our subscriptions to the Secretary^ 

Socillist Party of Ireland, Liberty 
Hall, DubHn.

you to

L
UP, eONHOLLy I

DectcTB’ Strik®,
Enniskillen Guardians decided to sum

mon a special Beard to comkier ;fche letter 
, fjom-thc L.G.B. uxging them to reinstate 
their doctor®, and to com©, t-o terms .with 
them., on th© question, o-f salaries. 
Buniskiilen w'tirkeirs sliould 'see to it that 
they secure a neW' Board of Gua-rdians at 
next election. . ' ' ■ . , ’
The Miilmeh. v

The ItauBport. tlnion ha^s rbceutly ote'ied 
dut a naovement to ma-k© ©quai wag-os arid 

' conditions preraU ixi Cork ^ouf ’ «b4 meal 
milk. Advances of ivom 3/* to 5/- bav© been 
won witJa. a .redu^otion in hours.’ Average 
wages how -are 53/- for a 54-hcmr week. Th© 
(movement affected upwards of 30Q i»eh, and 
they are a- well-qr-xanised eecUon of Urn 
Umon.
Farm UihoulHirs in R«¥Dit;«

The. farmers at Whiteehurch deelmed to 
give their labourers the 50/- mmimnm fixed 
by a recent oonvenUoix oJe the Cork Agri- 
eulturai Section, and on March 25 the nmu 
were locked out. - Day by day the oom- 
mander on the 'WMtechuafoh ropoj^ed , sur- 
rehderfl on' all. sides until the ;; majority of. 
ifaiEWftes'* had ^ireu in tiO-conogidbag the 7/4

The

■ H« Burke. A. B. M., h%hly gratified 
by yo'iflr a<ppr©(Kktu>n,

PUBLIC SPEAKING;
Jntendiug Students of th© axt of public 
speaking nse invited to attend a meetmg 
m Boom 3, Lil^y Hall, on Wednbiday^ 
Wth AprD at S p,m. sharp. . :
i*«a3(Wlosa of Spoak^’ Cte.

. Apeh, 6, 1918. -■
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" t
ustf, 1914. This means, in o1:<he2‘ vt*ords, 
lor -ebndnct'ors and indtiOFmen S'/*- a weeh 

The 12| ^per cent', for conductors 
and motormen is left over jot further con
sideration, About 9(X) men will benefit . 
bj this aw^atd.' The Na-tional bimalga- 
mated XJmon of Labour .and the Municir 
pat Employes’ Association aTe to be can-
gratulated. ' t toa^Rt Speaks,,..,,

'’The brave .challenge of Mr, B/edmoti(T.'5
. The drapers’ a-ssistamts have now thr^ %on to the oonstitnency to ,rem^h teue 

disputes in Belfast•shops-^Kobinson and . to the policy of the late leader miist have 
Cleaver’s-—*'Sweaters by, Bpyal Appoint- appealed .to the chivalry of a race do 
mentShannon and C^-., and Sinclair's ^ whom such an ax>peal never fails tb ineet 
again. The two latter'firms are x^atrom with 
ised mainly* by the wives and s.isters of 
trade unionists.’ Both are. fighting Trad©
XJnio2ii,5m; there is no wages quo,stion in
volved, 'but the right to combine .and re
sent victimisation. The Irish drapers are 
showing Ulstermen that dogged ness is not 
an LTster monopoly, ©js some of our 
townsmen, profess to "believe.-
The Wire-pullers,

The .private • meeting o,f selected’ T.IJ. 
officials to dlscu.s's parliamentary repre- 

, sentatxon for Belfast was a fiasco, as it 
deserved to be. Men who imofess loy- . 
alty ;to the British Labour Party should 
try to understand that, party’s constitu- ■ 
tion bafoTO taiUng action,
Ootting Ready, j

Til© Trades Council has called a meet- ? 
ing ^ of representatives of all societies— 
affliated or hot—^for Ax>ril 11th to 
sider tins question. - It is to be hoped 
that delegates' will have their‘minds clear 
as to the position~if they speak of West-

ilMHRiOK NOTES.
ksbotir Day will be “ some ” day in 

Limerich, The ■fitst,,^ixnday in Mny has' 
been ^xed' for the celebmtion, which will 
take the form’ of 4 big paa*ad'e of all 
dfades-Union bodies in the city and dls^ 
triet-,'.at the termination'of wdiich. a mas,s 
open-air meeting ' will be : held, . The 
Trades Councir have the matter in hands,

■ a.Tid with the help of an energetic ’Ar
rangements Cdmmifitee. it ‘is expected .to 
have everytlidiig in apple-pi© order for the 
occasion.

Trades unionism has made rapid 
strides of late iocally, and now is making 
its way into the outlying country dis
tricts." The' dispute , at Drombanna 
Creamery has centred attentionpn rural 
workers, and ha-s set this class ofwor- 

^ kens thinking,, with the result that they 
are joining up mth their fellow-workers 
in the city. ' The Drombanna Oo-opera- 
tive Creamery >Society dismissed their 
butter-maker, giving' him a-, month’s 
wages in lieu of notice. The creamery 
workers ©ay t-hi.s 'is a clear ca-se of victi
mization, for the butter-rnakcr’s activi- 
ti©,s in orgahising the creamery wa,rkers 
and helping to obtain increa sed wages for 
them, and they are on .strike deteimined 
not to go back unless' and until the but- 

...» ler-maker is re-inst-atecl. The committee 
appear also to be determined=—not to-take 
him back. Aloral and - financial support 
is pouring in, weekly for the strikers. 
The Creamery is' being run by three or 

'four blackleg farmers’ .sons—fat' a w'eekly 
loss. ' ■' ■.

A-C(>-opSi*ative ,Stor’®>' t s hoped, will 
^on he tm accompli,shed Tact -in Lime-, 
rick, A numberhf addent '‘progres
sives ” have^madeh, ©t<art,. .A respectable ‘ 
sum has.been subscribed-, and a provi
sional committee appointed to take -steps 

- to get the society registered and get in 
sufficient-capital to wanunt a start.,- 'It 
5s high time that Trades Unionists took 
si-eps to protect therniseives .from high 
prfeas n.nd unsound'food-stuffs.

The Strike of* Messrs. Spaight’fs hard- 
were ^ employes (members of - the 
I.T.W.U.) has been* settled after a dura- 
tmn of four, da-ys,. the firm recognming 
the Unpi^ -and entering into an agree
ment with Jt -as to Iiigher vva.ge.s an-d in
creased rate for overtime, etc., which is 
be^ng kept. The .strike against employ
ment of non-union

• minster they may think in tmns of the 
BritiRh Letbom* Party to wliieh the Ikades • 
Council and most of the Unions .are affb 
Imtcd; if they.think of rexoresentatiem m . 
an Ldsh Parl-mment their allegi-ance is 
due to the Iri^yLabou'r - Pa»rty. and they 
should, act therewith.

nse• .

some response.”—-Philip Sno-wden 
in Labour Leader,” 

it wbnid take Ja-mes^ Joyce to make 4 
fitting comment. on this toah, Snowden 
should take a week-end in Ireland befdre 
lie v.'rite.3 again on .Irish affairs,
“ Iflafgit BeiSs ” Speaks. “ • ■ ’ - 

^ The Executive of the Textile Opersb. 
tives' Bociety of Ireland, repr^enting 
12,000 woiuen, hear-s “with alarm” 'of *the 
P’roposa-I to make Mr. Ian Alacpherson, 
M.B., Chief Sec-retaiy for Mand, aft-dr 
hi'S published statements op .the bTOthel 
system-in France.
Tihe War Offlee asiiS'' , ' ' - 

The Army Authorities, foiled by’piibbb- 
opinion from the introduction/o"f> regu
lated brothels, have now publi.shed an or
der under the Defence of ih© jRealm Act, 
“.making it a siimmary offence fot any 
woman suffering from venereal disease in 
a eommunieahle form to have or solicit 
sexual iatorcour-se Tvith any member of * 
His Majast-y’s force»s ” ■

(

con-

« -
iff —ici- ■'

Insh Traasport and General Workers' Union,
A UVE UNION FOR WVE WORKERS,' ' - '• ,

' _AN IRISH UNION FOE IRISH WORKERS.

Improve youp CenUitions.
- - , . ReUuee yoa!p ‘ Hoiips,

HAIS-fi YOUE WAG'SS
By joiaing '5^-of tlie "o branches. 0-.vr 40,000 mfmlm a'itt back your dainn.

If there is no braaeii in yoiu- District, flon^t leave the Distrief—|ast write'to. '
THOMAS- FOSAN* MBERTY HA£l, DUBLIN.men by Mr. J, J.

- fioley, forage contraetpr, has also been 
amicably settled by negotiation between
Mr. M. ,1. O’Ocjnnor'I.T.W.U,, and the : ..THE- MARY STREET 

PICTURE HOUSE 
(The "Mapy-O.”) 

Star Pictures Always.

THE ELECTRIC THEATRE, 
TALBOT STREET
Fipst in Dublin

and
Still tbe Besk

firm.

NORTHEBN ECHOES.
^ mpto-n’s employees in Belfast received 

extra- last year.
It*-, Belfast sec-ured 

41,014 increased wages among them last year. ' ^
The Ninth Part.

' (A,S.T,) have, after a 
s strike, won a. penny per hour on 

lug, equal to 6/»or7/-a week for 4 
full week’s work. i
Now Murphy.

■fcrdrnWaymen, including- eleetri- 
^ staoion employes, have been- awarded 
' ] advance on pre-war wages, this to 
Wtomde all previous advances sdnee Aug-

A ■ iMpWng ions ■ by ComteBS 1 PRISONERS Memories
Marcievicz (Dedicated ' to ' the *

BATTIK photos :OS James
Gonnolly aEd Michael. MaUin.
Complete with Music aud Pismo 
Score, j/x post free.

of Frougoch, Wake
field Jaii, etc. (with. Camp aad 
prisoa ildustraticiis). Just 'pus}* 
ii-ahod i/$. By Post x/$.

OF
HYMN.

THE : ART DEPOT, ..•0 Mapy St., Dublin.
■ TEAM SUmiEB WHOI,BSAI.K. -

■WAR%
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ffTHE HE! WAYCi

A MONTHLY JOURNAL FOR 
IRISH RAILWAY-MEN

J. MOlSTHtY. ... 
fguUm Yeacjy Suiseriptioa 2/6 Fost ff8fc 
W. W. CBOSSW2Y POBUSHINa op., BtC, 

28 SoatSi Freieticif Street, Dublin.

A POST,C15ID:pNLY.
owB i» life's oattle if weak, wota, or_ easily jaded. AA' 
tack'^ of moodmess, • languor, depression, and ^ grouadles:’ 
fears meau nerve troubles ’and lead to brain fag, i®" 
paired jxvemory, and -nistits one for studyj^ business or 
pleasure, ’ The. cboseg ones in. every walk ox life ap pie 
alert, tke'btiglit the inteiUgent, nature's natural gitt.

........ xrxed for 1 ck of ,a little .know'ledge; A j^st <?aro
to the Useful Knowledge l^jbHshers, P.0, Bos 94| 
Bradford;* wHl bring'you a book, neatly bound, <?S 
valuable information, pcxst paid free of ckarg® u 

snentiou “ Irisb Opinion.’*
A MU-e, kmick4^^ npdicine.

r.

Boot Repairs! Boot Repairs!
v'v •' ;»VOLUNTEERS!

Have your Footwear 
repaired by

A. LOIYE f
Bootmaker and 

Repairer

3i| Up.:Kevin St.
D-UBtlN*-

r- -

Boot. Repairer to the Irish 
Vo.Jtinteers while at 

Stafford Jail
1

Trade Union Labour.
, • No Delay with Orders.

UP WIT H THE 
GAEDHEALG,

By e. u.

ioefal ReiolutlonaTy PampMets.
The StateIts historic reie.

f^AaareMst .
By Kropotkin, 2d. each.

The AmareMst Revolutipn,*'
, By Geo. Barrett, Id.
^freedom/' The AnarcMat Monthly,Id/
Oi aB Piihlin News-agents who Nell 

' Socialist LitH^ratnre.

Ropuiar Contrpi of Sdiools Wanted.
The case is not so desperate with Irish 

as Sean O^Cathasaigh^s articles repre
sent, though I agi'ee with him that if the 
language perishes we cannot shift the re- 
sponsihihty on to the British Ooyern- 

. ment or to its Jach^-l, the National 
Board. The appalling indifference of the 
Irish people will he mainly responsible; 
find as ydur correspondent points out 
the most professedly pati'ioiic bodies are 
often as guilty, as are professed West 
Britons. IBren Sinn Fein with its Gaelic 
leaders, MacNeill, de Valera, etc:, is in" 
grave danger of proving as unreliable 
wards the language as' any previous dr- 
ganisation. "

, The Gaelic League are -now tackling
. m; pead Earnest

the schools.of Dublin, which have done 
more than their share of Anglicisatioh, 
.and it is to be hoped no difficulties will 
ha jbhrown in its way by teachers or 
others” who are friendly to the language. 
The work will not add to the burdens of 
the teachers or to their poverty, and if 
it has not an opposite effect it will only 
be because Gaelic Leaguers cannot 
fluence very much the fortunep of the 
teachets—at present. The five hours a 
day suggested for teachers of Irish is a 
mere suggestion to economise Irivsh 
teaching power, but the Xeague would— 
not object to substitute 4 hours or even 
3 hours. .The, essential thing is that the 
children shall get at least an hour’s 
teaching . of’ Irish daily until they are. 
able to speak the. language.

There will be mountains of opposition 
from all the elements of Anglicisation 
and reaction and it will require a long 
pull and a strong pull on the part of , all 
Gaels to '

WORKERS I
EDUCATE!!

FHEEDOM’S HOAD FOB IBISH 
• WORKERS.—-By HosaM: Straight talk, 

thought stimulatlag slgn-posb on the Hoad 
to Liberty.

A PLEA FOB ■ SOOIAl EmWClFATOH IN 
iRKLANB.—By Rose waeKeHnay author 
oi the Abbey Hay,‘‘Aliens.”

2d. each. 2p. post free.
” LABOUR 

DUBLIN,
“CHRISTIE'S 
SHOP,

11 ABBAH 
QWAY,

Hi$h-CI»sl 'Ttiloring—L*y «in<3 Clerici.

fl. BOXw WO,

fil MIDDLE fiBBEY^ STREET
, (Late Todd, Bams, Ltd,).

Tradd Vanion Lah&stp^

CASH FOH YOU.
Send Your Property to

'iSSSt^0iT,liei

t
i.

Overc^tHB this Opposition. 
Personally I think parents of children 
ought to . take the lead in this matter. 
We are frequently reminded by bur men
tors of our obligations to educate our 
children a^d see • that they get a sound 
and moral education, and this should' 
carry the corresponding right to a de
cisive voice in the character of .the ed\i- 
cation given. We' need not look 
Myles Starkie and his piebald Board to 
educate* our children as Irish children; 
that is not what they are there for. As 
for the managers, they do not seem to 
realise that they have a duty to the na-. 
tioh. They accept without protest the I Bnglish educatio.n designed at Tyrone 

: House. But if they wilhnot manage for 
I the nation they are worthless managers I and the people must take the manage- 
i ment in their |dwn hands. Too long has 

the treachery to the nation been allowed 
to have its way in the schoois. Let de
mocracy call a halt to it and, see tha'tf 
Irish children are educated irish chil
dren.

MWKBROKSRS' & IBWELLRRS, :
, m 0UFFE STRBST,. DUBLIN, 

Hlgliest Advances on best terras aal^a®
delays. Striet' Wvaey. Established 18SS

T^ihgtaxas: Watt, Dublik.” 4268 Dablixs

SEOSGE WA^T, ltd.,
MRgitteers an& ffitUwilebts,

SOHO wObics,
BBIDGEFOOT ST., DUBLIN.

to

iCTMATES GIVEN FOR REPAIR AND ’SUPPLY 
FOB all classes OF MACHIHEEY.

mwaih

FREMCH ARMf BOOTS
1 to li--

, I6/II per pair ; worth 30/-

SlALL PROFIT BO 3T STORE, j 
• 78 -mUt BU i

BELFAST INDEPENDENT LABOUR PARTY.

S-imday, Ttii A}?ril—Lahourjall, 77a Tie- 
toria Street, at 7 ,p.m.

. North Hafir Langley .Street- (o£^ lEennest 
street), at 7.30 p.m,

MEETINGS AS XJBUAL.
WELOpM.

-»

‘
eteetbody .

PHILIP SHANAHAN, 
Family Gtogcf/

134i Foley Street.

• (Off Talbot Street).

lfW>«

/
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A ,Modem. Idealist ■
• By WiUr^Wellosk. 2/v uet; cloth, ss. 6«^. aet;

|!oSTagQ,4.d....A jaovclof I^<;asbire industriaVl5|e,
, >6ve?iiiag in vivid contrast its varied as.^edw^, its ‘ 
' pallsos and tragedy, ihe hook desciibss ttie heroii(; 

©fiorKi OK the enughtexied and rubiid-spiriisd son 
of n cotton manufacturer to perforin an act „ of 
justice, and apply simple principles in.the faced! 
persi-cu.ioa. it feariessjy exposes the dvils of’ 
indusi.rialtt.rtt, and has an imporiimt rhessage for 
the preiiittt nge. it is at once an inspiration and a 
warning—a warning that cannot ije ignored with 
impunity. ’ .The Wide G-ardea

j And otfiei? Poems*
I Bv Herbert IremaiCse, Author oi “The Fees of 

the Young Mca.” Clotij, 3s. net. Postage gd;'
Plave a pleasant touch of Irish humour, but! tji® 

msre charactcrtstie, go in largely^ moving sferaias 
• of f an etoqueut standard English. .They give 
rjiusicai voice to a feeling of the desolation of wtir- 
litne.”—7 Hi Scoi&in^%

For Liberty
An Anthology. ‘

hd ust? postage rd. xMore fcnaa 200 Htcrary 
?/ines have been worked to make this amaaiug 

. eucyclop^aia. Th'& t‘est mmda of all- the centuries 
hers speak hs btl® naan, as tho roai mihd of 
humanitj',' ■ . ■

' The Mei-Who Dared
The Story* of. an Adventure. By STANLEY 1^. 
lA 13. net; postag^^sd. Ths^tory and the
dejcnc8.sof Consdentious Objectors, illustrated by 
quotadonsirom lettira written by CiQ.’s m guaid' 

■rooms, prisons, or on journeys.
Complete Lisis on applicalion,

ho^x^om
C. W. 0AHXEL, i:.iT]D.5 araliala Hoase,

■ Tudor Street, E.O. 4.

fiaasswsaecoTaiJW^sssac

' the usurers.
d. .y p^ys S2o pfer

Ct its-, si
" iiS tliD sltaroboldors reeoive times wo 

amoant of their capital as interest, and* 
tiioir capital remains unreduced,.-

C%im>£0 1S98 Lean at 4| per cent, is 
more ya1u«al<lG on Jx)nd'On Stock Exchange 
tlian FrcntM 3 per cent. War I^oaiau

M

\

»

soorAtisw ANP mm feih. 
(OPXitinuecI from Front Fa^e,)

in Irisii agricplturs recently is due not to 
the clran^e in the ownership of land— 
which m^ht have been transfeiTed from 
the landloixi tP the State instead of to 
the individnal-T-biit to the changes in the 

of land conveniently summed up as 
f‘ Oo-operation.'’ Finally, Irish farmers 
now arp paying annuities so that their 
sons or grandsons may own the land free 
of all Chaf'ge, in other words ite that they 
may appropriate the* economic rent and . 
thereby perpetuate all the old inequali
ties and iniustioes, What hope for the 
future can be seen in that direction ? .

Th0 Right tme of PWhmment, 
it seems to me, is' for the State to insist 
more and more on the right and full use 
of land and for the farmers to apply the 
right methods of use through co-operative 
org-anii&ation. Use is more important than 
ownershm and may be expected eventu
ally to euect a practical transfer of owner- 
slup from the individual to the co-opera
tive sooio^ or other for-^‘ "—
mune. ’ ’ ■ The,. area of ^ the 
is not a matter that will 
•the “ drawing-room ” Socialist
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m other form of “ com* 
‘‘ commune ” 

gr^tiy perturb
. 'uaiiarw jjLt^-iu'UAw. i...7vjciah8t. Indeed,

the central government mighf^ more con- 
venientiy equalise the economic rent ap- 
pro.pii^'W by landownere by taxing a 
number of communes i^ther than n- multi
tude of individuals: . .

Th« hf Cafiital,
Father -Gaynor! s constructive sugges

tions' deserve more odnsider*a1^on than 1 
now give theim ButiJiey can hardry 

be -accepted, as he appears to of er them, 
•reasons why ‘^ capital, like^the British 

Government, will oppose Sinn Fein,” 
Capital will oppo-se Sinn Fein—or use it, 

suits it best. British capital (or any 
other kind of capital) will bribe, manipu
late, or browbeat an Irish Parliament as 
easily a-s it can a British ParliameDt, and 
whether through, the Irish' Pariiamenb or 
independently of it, lyiM exorcise Just as 
baneful an effect on Irish industry as 
hitherto. (I may -say; in pa-reiithesis, 
that much current Binn^ Fein oriticism or 
the wickedness of English oa-pital shows 
a ridiculous, disregard of economio reali
ties—e;g., in regard to harbours and 
shipping*) The only preventative is the 
presence in the Parliament and among the 
people of the spirit Of Socialism. For the 
moment l am using the word Socialism to 

roughly -al! opposition to production 
ofit instead of for use, fSO including

well
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cover
.for profit instead or lor use, fsn 
Father GayUor’s ‘/social reidm ^ 
as “extreme Sociaiism^'-—though I do not 
admit that all would be equally effective,

, Bu.t’doos Si-nn Fein recogniso the neces
sity of that preventativeP 'Has ^it de- 

■ dared for national exploitation of Irish 
resources as againat individual pro.fit- 
making exploitation P .If so, where and 
when Was the declaration made.^ The- last 
Sinn Fein Convention merely expressed 
a pious hope tlmt Irish workers wutild 
receive a.living wage—a lu/pe ns inad-^ 
equate as it is futile-. So far, Sinn 'Fdn, 
in spite of the. progrossive ^ ideas ^germb 
nating in such favournblo diKpositions as 
those of Father Gay nor and other indi- 

. yiduals, remains a. purely political party 
proposing merely a 
government.,
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■ THe .Omidttlmis'af Heprasentatiori. .
•Isisii readers will be interesfed dn wlia-t 

Huysinaas says on the conditions of re
presentation. ^-'As Lo tlie conditions, T 
fcliink there will be no difficuit3^. These 
.questions were considered during the 
discussions about the Stockholm Confer
ence, aiid iue conditious wall be practi
cally the same as- those formeidy aocep- j 
tcoL* Ail ijaitif’s will, be' represented, and 
BO body desires to hare a.u,y section s- 
cludedd'

i

As part‘of .M. Huysmaiis’ e- 
cent husiness vra-s to ascertain the views 
of different parties on the conditions of 
representation wo take it that there will 
be no question of the escliisioii of Ire- 
landU -

t

: Th^ int$m&timai.0.ongmss. ' ' ;
■ In a statement which he-issues through, 
■"the "British Labour Party’-s .press Bureau

^ AX. Huysmans declares that he.and Van- 
dervelde, as secretary and chairman of 
the-I.S.B. will transmit the inter-Alicd j 
Memorandum to the Socialist .Parties, in 
neutral countries, who' in ' turn will for-

. ‘ ward these documents to the German, 
Austrian and Bulgarian Socialists. The 
artangements for the General Socialist

• Co23^ess shall be ieft in the hands of a 
small committee., con-sistiug of. ’ three 
men, one' chosen among the' leaders of 
neutral parties by the pa-rties of the

■ Inter-Allied 'countries, one chosen among 
the same leaders by the parties of the 
Central .Powers, and the {third will be 
the secretar,y of the International. The 
parties ..in the Allied, countries, Huys
mans thinks, will probabhv be Bl. Brant- 
iug and .probably M-, Trpelstra will agree ■ 
to represent the other parties.

/

TH,E.,WOBLP FOB-THE WOBKEHS*

• Tmsky m Jamn^o'InUtvenim. ■
Interviewed, on Air. Balfour^s pro-Ja- 

Ifapesa speech iTotsky told BH'.. Ar
thur Ransom e of the ^' Daily’

Japanese intervention in Siberia -is 
certainly not intended to help the Soviet 
power but rather .the bourgeois classes- 

■ • In G-emany the bourgeois must see their
-only h-dyle of support again.st .the social 
pevolutipn. But their social revolution, 
even if momeutarily suppressed, .will turn 
into a. volcano beneath them, coip pel ling, 
them to closer and closer reliance on 
their reactionary neighbours, Japan and
Germany. ’ " .

» - - ..

The control of the Siberian raihvay by 
bourgeois Russians .and The Japanese, 

^^aid Trotsky, w’ould .throttle the Soviet ‘ 
power in European Russia and result in 
». German-controlled bourgeois European 
Russia and a Japanese-oontrolled hour- ■ 
geois Eastern Russia. Since his resig
nation of. the Foreign Affairs office 
Tit>tsky .is the Russian FeoplcTs Ooia- 

. niiBsaay for War. • ' ■

f
, Ti?ADES-UN!0HlST,S’',F0LIT1&S* | m iiot Ciiille aceura-te when he saye that Jicm-e

' the seveh signatories wbreiideiitified -V'ltw
^ Some rliseussiofi has taken- Fein before Easter Week. Some were,
pa,ges of-'T-ribh Op'imoia,’' recently as to.the others were not. .In tact the vepb.hlicaii iiauj 
relative sper^ts of tlie Slnn Feiii aucl tho - phyeical force section ■ wms ,in elpse aUiaiice. 
Irish Eabbu-r Party’s .policies.’ In consider- -with the passive resistance-eectio-n as, .for in,

. uigr the subject .I would' put'two^ questions . stance, the first aeries of “Isationality?'* 
to your readersIs tlie’Shin Eein.-Pai'ty.. .whose editor ‘was 'Arthur- Griffith, 
a-s at present constituted identical in aims, M.aoBerrfiofct' &i rmamal’er. - Our co-rrespon. , 
or -neariy so, with the party or parties to dent suggests th25.t the physical force move- 
which the leaders of the Insurrection bo- , ment. has been swallowed hy'the pat'slvjst 
km^-ed? C2)'Has the Labour Party'a .dotoite moveineiat, but the reverse operation would 
political policy'of its own?' . , i be as near the trutli-as thia suggestion.' it

is-beside the ciuest-ioh to say 'that '“the prin
cipal offices in the.moveiiicut are held , . ^ 
by men who took no part in bhe rebeHi-onl” 
The' poisL't ds 'W.liether .thep’ aimsiaud 
methods are those 'of -fAe nien .of Bastfir 
Week, and with osri'ain esoeption-s -w.e ca.x! 
obsqrve little difference. ■ We -hold no brief ’ 
for MacNeill and we differ -eharply ■-with 
Griffith and others on social eepnomic ques
tions, but in ■ ‘‘Trish Opinion,” ps in -all e^, 
-we want ^accuracy of statement And' fairness 
of treatment for both policies and persons. 
Many who .took no part in the 'Insurrection 
are as . good iilsurreobionists and revolo- 
tioniats. for- that matter, a|_ the men and 
women >whd flid- ‘the actnal, ffghtingl "‘and 
Stack, -we believe, is otte of them. Indeed, 
there are several , of the poipT-adea of tlm 
seven signatories among the present leaders, 
and a few at least are out for a So-cialist,lie- 
public. Sinn Fein is not Socialism, but then

Our correspondent’s

i
’ -To a-aswer the first ’qucsbio.n it is necessary 
to examine't-h© position before the Easter of 
1915. There waa then in existence -a Sinn 
Fein' organisation presided over by Mr 

■ Art-hffr- Griffith. l^ione of the rebellion 
■{paders—^the signatories to the Eopublicaii 
pi'ocla-mation—-we-re. identified with it, but 
were responsible _ for the'more -advanced 
National . movement.
Leader amongst themFJames Oonnolly, was 
out '^nlso for a Socialists Hepublie. Now, 
wba-t do -we find to-day? The- advanced 
National:'movement has' been captured,^ to 
all- intents and purposes, by Griffith’s Sinn- 
Fein, or, passive resist^U'ce policy. The con
structive pcflicies preached _ from Simi Fein 
pres.s and platform are Griffith’s, and the 
principal offices in the movement are held, 
with'the exception .of the presidency, by 
men -who^took no part in the rebellion—-vice- 
president Griffith, secretaries Figgis and 

■Stack, No; I in the'cominit'tee, MacNeili, etc.
' E-efusing to pay fines, defying British Jaw 
in the courts, hunger-striking can, 'all be 
classed a-s part of the passive, resistance 
policy—which Griffith .so long and so 
eloquently championed without -getting any 
real support until now. Judged, tlierefore, 
•by its ^ policy and - the ; • personnel of its , 
leaders we can answer the first question in 
the -negative.- ^ ^

Talking up the second queation^, we know 
the Iris-h Labour Party .has as planks on its 
programme those objeotB which aro com
mon to the Labonr parties of all countries— 
shorter hours, minimum wages', better w'ork- 
ing conditions, etor But this is not enough. 
In a subje-ct country like ours it must of 
necessity have what, for -want of a better' 
term, I shall call a foreign policy. However 
they may differ about the means to secure 
it, all workers desire a free L-elaiid, free 
From English oppression and .suppression 
and from capitalistic domination. Is there 
no choice.- for them outside Gr.iffith’s absten
tion Westminster and representatibn
at the Peace Gonference policy emd Dillon’s • 
(or is it Devlin's?)-lea.s. popular old Parlia
mentary policy? Certainly there is. Let 
the naboLLL* Party concehtrate on representa
tion at, the Stockholm Conference, or wher
ever t-hO'Labour and Socialist Conference of 
the different countries proposes to meet. 
Let all trade-unionists suppor.fc - the demand 
for representation..' There is far more pi'ob- 
•a-bility of lreland.^$ voice being beard • there 
than at the Peace Conference, and it is sure 
to have practical sympathy for Leland a,s 
one of the small nations. As to its power all 
well-informed critics off world politics agree 
that dem-ocraoy’s day has at last da-wned- 

T have briefly tried to answer the two 
qiiostions -whidh - vitally affect Irish trade- 
unionisis’ politics to-day, and I only hope 
I have helped’to”thi’ow some light on a sub. 
ject much debated.

•\

The ■' only Labour

a

neither is Labour..
.negative to his first question has not beeu 
proved and viQ 'do not .think he -h^ answered 
the secoiifl—Editor, ‘T.O,”J

Dublin Farmers’ Folly*
The - County Dublin Farmers’ Assod-a- 

tioiihas for 'Some time back been in nego
tiation wmi tlie I’.T, and G.W.TJ. with-a ■ 
view to settling the wages for the sum
mer’s work,- but owing to the stupid re^- 
calcitrance of • some of the members, 
agreement among the farmers has net- 
been attained.

At the monthly meeting of the asso- 
re'soiutioii was adopted:— 

That as the Government have'fisod^ 
a maximum price for alnipst ail farm' 
produce, - and the • Agricultural Wages 

. • Board Lave fixed a jp.inimum. price for'
/ labourj-we will.adyiae all our.members 

to pay at least thq rmnmium rate for 
the various classified grades of lab
ourers, and a bonus at the end of the 
liafvest.” ;■ - . -
The labourers can gRe ho thanks to , 

the association for its generosity in eon- 
ceding the minimum w-age, since the 
can, be invoked to compel.them to. do so. 
The egal min mum is much, below tlio 
actual cost of living in tfie county and 
the best farmers iia/Ve ah'eady made 
agrceineh'ts with the Union to pay SOs, 
and goods, bringing the wages up 
per week. ' ^ ’

The; failure of the association to agme 
■fcq malke reasonable terms with the Union 
will compel the Union to deal with tlio 
famers individually^. - if. trouble ensues, 
the fault will' lie on the obstructional 
farmers and not on 4^ie labourers.

It w’ill be noted that even the 35s. hn^ 
only a pre-war- value of 16s, 7^d. ’•

this

J. B.
[We are afraid our cerrespondenfc is mak

ing? the all too. common mistake of Irish
man and confusing aim with, method. The 
two, of course, are distinct, and it waa this 
d-istinctiou that GonuoUy took' pains to 
phasise in all his writings and speeches upon..- 
revolnt-ion ■ in Ireland. Oju’ correspondent
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